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1 
II. From the conciſe Account that Moſes gives us of d 
*ofterity of Adam and Eve, we may eaſily conclude, 


there were Multit udes of e on the Earth whet 
Cain flew Abel, © ; 


1, From his ſucce 

World was pretty we 2 even in i the Days 2 Auam 
. How decay'd Religion was revived by Stb. 
V. That it was 2 tinued in the Patriarchs in the Line toNoaf 
VI. How the Degenera 

Antediluvian Giants, 

Dau ug hters of Men, 

. The Goodneſs of God in putting a 
Deluge, to thoſe monſtrous Violences that univerfal 
Wickedneſſes had oc 


A SnorT- Discov ns. upon the Preaching of Chrift to the Siri, | 
u, which were ſometimes : CINE: in the ow: 


* 


"> 


The P REPACE, containing Directions how the Hiftorical Parts “F 
| the Scriptures ought to be looked upon ; and that that Part ofthe... 7. Z 
Secriptures, whicn contains Lanes and Precepts, has not been 
ſo capable of Corruptions by Tranſcriber:, and how to Jadge of _ 
Corruptions by Commentators, cke. 
All which being carefully obſerved, 
: | Fre poor in their trueſt Luſtre, 
OA BENJAMIN PARKER K © S 
Author of the Philoſophical Meditations, Philofophi ſophical Diſtr tations, | -; So 
Survey of the Six Days Works of the — We... | 2 
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of " the original, Caps = 
I, By e, Tran tions from . 3 
tents \ $4 3 171 2 | . Feng 1 3 A | | 
| 1 o thoſe divine Oran | = 
| come expoſed to Cont if 
y eme Men, I would: hope, _ 
ples, which I cannot mention Ke + 2 
| „ | Deiſm;. &c. — "MN 
rom the falſe Conſtrudtions that have been put © 
upon the ſacred. Ser  _ 
tended ' ta: ſet forth: Their divine”  Authority-z 3 "24 
becauſe from thence tl Ve dei nm 
theſe ſacred Writings have ſet forth God's . 
folute Decrees of Predeſtination, and a partial Wo 
Redemption of Mankind: Or that there art Ez. -Y 
Jome that (bl, but more that ſhall not a 2 
9 + * "of Mercy; and that 
remptorily decre 
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But theſe Afertors o * the Truth of Revela- 
| tion and Teachers of the divine Will, if they 
have ns better Nations of it. than thereby to 


Gid, - their Readers that have not more dif- 


* * 


cerning Fudgments to ſee the Fallity of their 
: Reaſoning, may well. be drove to Deijm, on the 
lle; Tar. F the. Scriptures. were no better to be 


vindicated, I. ſhould myſelf believe them not to 


* 


le the Ward of Gad. For if I cou d not ſee 
E 
trary Doctrines, I cou'd never be perfwaged 
by thee, that the. fudrene Being of infinite 
Julie, Truth, and Holineſs, the. concomitant 
Aurilutes of infinzte Perfettion, ' cou'd ever 
create any. Beings upun whom be only defign'd 
& exerciſe. the moſt-intolerable and tyrannical 


 epfalute ſovereign Author ity, to gratify his own 
Attribute of 1 (as tbey call it) ſnce 
this wau'd really be fuch a Way of Proceeding, 
which amongft. Mankind is condemned as the 
mall  abominable. Injuſtice: But Juſtice al- 
ways includes Mercy; for a Being that is juſt 
muſe neceſſarily be merciful, inc there, can- 
not be any Fuftice.in arbitrary Cruelty, _ _ 
And for any to give God the Titles of Holy, 
Juſt, Good, and Merciful, and yet to confine- 
is Mercies to a few only, upon no other..Terms * 
then his \ abſolute Decrees, and likewiſe. that 
theſe Decrees ſhall be executed upon the greateſt 
Ab" 7 Nun 


can be the chief General, under the Shadow 


N 


Numbers of hi . es Hint, 
by txercifing bis arbitrary Fuſtice e 
eternal Vengeance upon fuch who had no Way  .. 
to eſcape therefrom, is fuch a monſtrous Paridox 

in Divinity, that nothing Worſe cou'd be ſaid, 
or imagin'd of the Devil, if be bad had the 

Sovereignty to diſpoſe of Mankind, 

We Maintainers 95 — fore of theſe Do&rines 3 
muſt be influenced with a Diabolical Spirit, 
under the Pretence of an Angel of Light, and ? 
 Jaming Z eal for Religion, whith " orally L 
carries them on (when in Power) t0 Perſecus | 
tions (for Chriſt's Sake) whoſe Dorines were 55 
ever amerrically oppofite thereto, 


But * hon there are Multitude of 
Parties, each of them take Care to make 
chemſehues- If the only Number of the Elect, 
and ſuch bum God bas purpoſed and decried 5 
to ſave; and each of them conidethin one an. 
ther, as well as all befides them, that _ a 
imbibed theſe pernicious Principles! © 5 

But in every of theſe there is 4 flan | 
Zeal, contrary to Knowledge, to' matt Profes 
lyres 10 themfetves, and when in Power, to 
perſecute an deſtroy" all bone Men, who will 
not run with them to the ſame Exceſt of then 


pretended Sanctity, of which the Devil on 


an Angel of Light; and thereby making Zeal 
for Religion(thus adulterated) 4 8 and 4 
Shelter > cover theſe belliſh OS, 
Hence it is that many Men, © hope” of how + 
uf Principles, are a in by bis Device . 


A 4 


s really Fong. to him. 5 lag la deus cam. 
wn Conception of «them.;. and. 10 5 higheſt: 


Degree without any. Arbi trary. Decrees, Frome. 
ſecret Will and Purpoſe, . contrary to cur tom. 
mon Conception of Goodneſs, 7 uſtice and Mercy; 
20h for want o/ being able to ſee thro' the Miſt 


3 that has thus been put upon the ſacred Oracles of 
+ he Scriptures, by the aforeſaid Abuſes'of them, 
Lade not thought is an Error to caſt of the Be. 


ay. of. their divine Authority. . - 
And. indeed, could it be reall ly proved that 
N the Scriptures. did truly maintain pol Marines. 
_ Theſe, nd honeft. Man, that conceives of the 
Amigbty Being as he. ought, - ar as he really. 
muſt be, a Being of exquiſite F erfection and 
aricy, can ever 8 that ſuch Dai rines 
proceeded from. himſelf, or bad. ny. RE 


Ws _ iffion_from-his Holy Spirit. 


So that the Titles of God's 4 1 are 


Ti are juſtly conceived of, even. by the . Deiſts, 
wl, upon the account f the former Enthuſiaſts 


 bave-cafs off tbe Belief of Revelation; than. by 

them whoſe Pretences to vindicate it . there - 
by given tbe other a. Reaſon to deny it. 
Fu i true, theſe Enthuſiaſts, who arrogete .- 
5 God s Mercies to themſelves only, . think = 
have good Reaſon to compliment him with the 


Titles of” his real Attributes of Juſtice, Love, . 


Goodneſs, and Mercy, becauſe they think. 
Wm gp 06 under his particular Love and Fa- 
ow, v7 ng the inward Marks and Cbarac- 
* N 7M ers 


n 
* 


= books flaming 285 8 Uh t pro- 
mote the Doctrines F "his uncontroulable- 51 
thority and Sovertignty, from "which be has. 
4 Rigbt to execute bis "Fuftice upon others a 
cording to bis unalterable Decrees + But the) 
are not conrerned to regard the Terrors of bis . 
ſovereign” Fuſtice exerciſed upon the Fatality _ 
of others, fince they * were happily included in 
the Attribute of his Mercy, which is fufficient . 
for them ; and therefore the leaft ' Retaliation | 
they can male, is 10 give him theſe Titles 
\ themſelves, and which: others, ſay they, cannat 
deny; fince his. wncontroulable Autboriry. can. 
neuer be reſſted. th 
But that the Besser mdintaingd by t the 2 
| 2 ealots are not the Doctrines of the Seriprures, 
hut quite reverſe thereto, I have made plain . 
in moſt of my farmer Works ; and particular- k 
ly my —— and Tatrodu#tion to my Divine 
| eren of the Scriptures, phileſaphically .. 
proved; wherein I laid three Rules, which- 


being defigned to diſcover wrong Interpretas . 
tions and Conſtructions of the ſacred Wri- 
tings, without Recourſe to the original. Lan- 
guages, which themſelves may Fan ſuffered - 5 


gina Copies: For I could never obſerve, that - 
Men of Learning in the original Languages, 
through their ſuffering Abuſe by after Trans. 

_ ſeribers, cou d, by having Recourſe thereto, be. : 

reconciled. to one anotber, bat FO" as many 
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Abuſe by after Tranſcribeys from the firlt ori- 1 ot E 


"Ng, 
Lacie. in v their Contentions about the. Deriu 
"the thous Noe, ee in | 


divine Authority f the | Scriptures pbileſo- 

were but impartially obſerved 
among /t Ma: nd, moſt" Contention5 about the 
true Intent and Meaning F the * 


ertainiy be prevented, and their diui 
ty allowed. The Rules therein. wo 


dun are theſe: In reading the. Scriptures, 
: A. obferve the main Scope, Tendency, and 


of the Writers of them. Secondly, in. 
er no dark and obſcure Places im the 
Seriptures to contradit? thoſe' that are plain 


5 Fenn and Thirdly, inter pres none 1 


cantradiũ the Attributes of God. | ; 
And be afſured, that there are no Parts W 
the Se that vill not bear a true In- 


ree + the Att "Eat 
God in = common = Tronflation x in the com- 


Mercy, ond. Halineſs,. can never be juſtly re= 
* | ceiued 


of Truth, Fuſtice, Love, 


* 


20 7 appear. \ «3 2 3 EF 935 8 * af, * 65 1 * * N! 8 J 95 — b 3 
1 . N 5 N A e 
Hou many Moste thaal » have. 


2 the Law and 


purely tranſlated, they would have 
fo. harmonicus an Order; that their Authority 


have eee, or e — 
Since © oven in be 2 Dreſs 
cee, there is that diuine ty 
their Laws and Precepts; hich neither Tan- 
[eribers nerTran 
rated (whatever Commentators may laue 
but that the very. Enemies of. — — them- 
ſelves are forced to 4 le 
the belt Platform of Laws. and:: 
cou d be poſſibly compoſed; from which it muſt | 
be "a neceſſary Inference, that they _ 
more than human Inventions" of | 
whatever Prieſtrra 


* 


NINE 
* ＋ 


11 pred ſome Parts ＋ bis 22 — | 
« tough rt i in the Tranſcriptions of bit Lows 
and Preeepts ; but that they have introduced 
«ſome of their \ own Inventions into the Hiftori- 
cal Part thereof, I think muy plainly appear 
ep one Inſtance, which-may be 4 Guide to us 
in other tbe lite Corruptions + viz. Where 
d i is brought in to be a Countenuncer of their 
Vices, an Inſtance of "which \ I "ſhall give, 
- wherein the latter part: of be eee 580 1 
__ it evident. 
In the' Hiſtory of the Childrew hf Iſrael, [ 
cated: they were releaſed from Egyptian Bon- 
- dage ; in our preſent Tranſcription and Tran- 
Nation of that Hiſtory, ue are told that the 
© Children of Iſrael borrowed Jewels of Silver and 
Jewels of Gold of rhe Egyprians, without any 
Intent to return them : And this Part of the 
Account, I believe, they bad from Moſes," the 
Firſt Writer Vit: But the other Part, of the 
Account of God's ordering them to do this, and 
s Approbation of it, will appear by the Sequel 
fo be afterwards put. in by T1 eee there- 
of 3 z becauſe they conceited that whatever Ac- 
tions were done upon that Deliverance were 
under the Appointment and Direction of God, 
whom they ſuppoſed to have the Jame Afition 
and — as Is 


* 


e as the former Pare — oy — even 
From tbence, by the We "_ Jer that * 


5 Fit. Halineſe — 5 fufice os eee 
Pur tbis will appear fi 5 
| Their Nd of did ewes o 

Fiber and of Gold, which: they robbed 
the "Egyptians of, her they had been ſometime 

in the Wilderneſs ; for there, in tbr Abſence of 
Moſes, they called ar. Gods to go before Saf 2 


| themſelves of "thoſe Jewels and Har- Ringe, 
which they had borrowed of the Egyptians, 
which, when he received, he melted down in- 
Lo a Lump, which. be cauſed. to be faſhioned 
with a graving. Tool into the Likeneſs "of 4 
Calf; which they foolifaly - and fondly wor- 
ſhiped, and i 10 it the Power: of God, 
who rough them out of the Land Egypt; 
For aobich, when. Moſes blamed Aaron, Aaron 
told. him,. that as they bad defired an Ida 
| from bim; be, by. his Compliance with their 
Requeſt, bad made [them 22 to their 
Shame, in ſtripping them 2 very-Orna- 
ments which they. had er * the 
Egyptians of, without. which Booty they... cou'd 


 bardly have been perſwaded to haue left | * ; 
"6nd — this Booty — chief Means of bg 

vailing ton them. to leave Egypt, that they 
gb not return their borrowed Ornamenits ; 
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Upon which, Aaron ordered them 10 flrip 5 
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in Vain: 
1 Aaron tales & 
_ F Folly, | 
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be ſhunned with AMhoprence: * 2 
woft: worthy our cum 
o that it may not he. | 
From the: Im ty be Gi 
might not offer to perfwade them to the Con- 
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ty through their own 4 
1 fu As God p have the: 
a fone Pg as. ; themſelves, af upon their 
= . tranſcribing from Moſes's Rel ation: thereof, 
3 ' they have introduced God as the ae Mit. 
_ . But i e may. judge Faubat is tbe Voir, 
= God declared in the Seriptures, it will Po, 
1 445 diſcovered, that by comparing one Part\ 
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 . above laid drwn, it will be natural to diftin- . 
"Mp gui ſb what ts, "and what is not Corrupted. 

Eo Tranſeribers, Tranſlators,” or 3 ; 
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A y IN. G in ſeveral of. my 1 


Works treated pretty largely upon = 
Or reation and Deluge, and concerning 1 


# 44 1 


the Fall and Redemption of Man, I. ſhall 01 = 
bear here. to. repeat what I have formerly obs Wo 
ſerred on thoſe Subjects, in ſuch re as E 
may happe n to have a relation to them in tha, -Y 
. Work, but ſhall refer you thereto, , a mn I 


"Wu 
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by » 3 


they. ſhall fall in: m. I 

I ſhall now, chiefly, confine myſelf to en- 2 
quice into what may be obſeryed, from the i 
Ath, sth, and Part of the th Chapters of 
Genefis, and ſee how far a rational Enquiry. | N 
ien men give an additional Light 11 
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admit of ſuch an Interpretation as many have D 


Wit 


* 


v — 
tes? + 
* 


* —— 
—_ 


I l * RS — 
be 3 * bs a gs 3 ** 
0 7 r — P 
Go YI, Ire acres . - 2 - te Fr 
ee ³¹¹.¹̃ͤ u ie ee. I iD 
1 1 3 K a 
7 * n * n W . . 
I * 24 7 8 I 4. nk einm 
* 4 j 4 N OS” A 2 
l . * £ 7 _ * — 
4 + 7 TH; Y 
$ TY 4. * 
* 4 _ #'s £ 
: 2 n 
vr * 1 , . 
95 . a ” 
» 2 


PS 


1 
—— — 


*Z 


were all the Poſterit dat 
were Then poſſeſſed N 
But 1 Nl make it appear, that, notwith- 
anding the Concifenelt of tlie Hiſtory, there 
is Luffgient Room from this HI tory itſelf to 
aſluge}6iir fee, that hen Cain flew; ate 
there were Multitudes of Adams Postet 
the Earth, and likewiſe many of the Fam ilies 
both of Cath and "Abel ; and that therefor 
without having Recourſe to Pre Ad 
wits no Wonder why Cain expe obe 
by every one that met him} Gen. iv. 14. as may 
appear from the ſhort Account Mojes on con 
fined Himſelf to of their Genealogy, frem which 
I thall conſider what Numbers of Adam s'Po- 
ſtetity might reaſonably be concluded to be 
upon the Earth when Capi flew: Abel, 
Moſes chiefly confined Himſelf in his Rela! 7 
tion of the Genealogy in the Line of Adam to 
Noah, and there are only ſome few Particulars, 
that happen'd of ſame obſervable Cite amſtances, 
mentioned by him, whereof this of Cums 
lying his Brother was one; the 17 
, © whereof 
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3 artendivg it in 5 his oo Cot . 
Por as this was an uncommon In 


— — —U— 2 — 


was not to be parallelled amongſt ae duden 1 1 


Mankind in that catly Age of the \ . we 
have it particular] remarked as a W: | 
inſt ſuch an heinous" Act "of Vi 


Prater: without any. Mention of a 
of the Births and Circumftancys of Rd 
Eve's Children till the Birth, f Eo 9 . 
Cain's Poſterity till after his Exlle: Ne, Moſes 
only gives us a ſhort Account of this - 
tion of Carr's ſlaying his Brother A. With 
out any mention of . their, Families, and allo a 
ſmall Account of Cam Exile, and the Enecre; 
of his Progeny after bis Baniſbment, with a 
45 of the Names, nd n Tasten 
"An then terunle to give us the 1 ö e of 
to Noah, without any particular Circumſtances 
of any more of them before the Tranflation of, 
Enoch, Chap. v. ver. 24; and this Account 4 
his Tranſlation is compriſed i in chis Verſe only. 
But it is (obſervable, ia this lineal Ac 
count of thoſe Patriarchs, that when he had 
told us of the Births of thoſe from whoſe lineal 
Deſcent Noah came, that from Adam to Noah, 
theſe Patriarchs lived ſo many hundred Years, 
and begot Sons and Daughters: But tho” he 
mentions neither the Names nor Numbers of 
them, ſhall we not therefore FO their 
Pepe according to Reaſon? 
x ” OM Shall 
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oF 3 bundr cf and en 
8 e hs: "I 
1 E Gor iv. ver, 24. 


ears old, bowing v. ver. Which 
be the next Son Adam begot after 
el was lain. And we may very reaſonably 
ude, that Adam and Eve were never a 
Tear without one Child; for after this, he 
red feveral hundred Vears, and begot Sons and 
es Ff. ER na 
3. Shall we then imagine, that he fp 
an ; and twenty-nine Years after he be- 
got Cain and. Mel, even ſo much of his Youth, 
ndnd had no Children between, and yet ſhould 
beget Sons and. Dangle: rs for andren of 
Fear fterwards ? OL LA BE ro Wont: 
. ___ * T think it very unreaſonable to entertain ach 
1 an Opinion, ſince, at firſt, he was command 
1 to be fruitful and multiply, and to repleniſh _ 
the Earth: And God, who gave this Cem: 
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DE A 41 5 7 
mand, alſo gave chim both. Power and Incli” 
gation-t0 fa „ 
bee the Earth-at:fird, ih be gelt 10 

. $ te de nme 


we: ay org ect — their F. une wat e 8 
prbficuciinably derbe, as well as the 
Length of their Lides were; ſo that, a6 
may. obſerye Cuin and el to be Wins, 
would not be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe A te 
theſe firſt Ages of the World there might > 
mor 1 double Births than fingle ones; 
hy to let that be out of the Queſtion, it may 
ſurely be allow'd a moderate „ 
that Alam and Bve, and duch of chair Cl. 
dren as arrived to Maturity, ſhould have one 
Son or one Daughter every eat, for the Real- 
ſons hefore given; and this might: then be rea- 
ſonably continued five hundred Years, as we 
may * ſuppoſe them fit for Propaga- 
tion at twenty Years old, and continue able 
for it till five hundred and-4 ; Years, as 

may be- inferred. from Noah's: 6 getting his 
Three Sons, Sem, Ham, and Japhet, "aft 
he was five ae Vears old. 

No this being allowed a moderate Suppo- 
| tion, then between Cain and Abel till Seth, 
Adam and Hove would, themſelves, haye 64 
Sons and 64 Daughters, ſuppoſing, as is moſt 
likely, an equal N umber of Males and F emales, 
before Cain flew Abel. 

S. 4. We may alſo allow Cain and Abe 
499 Years e of g Setiing Children, wet 
ls GT B 3 at 
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126 would remain, of 
o. Couples fit bor 


ha bitants: on the 
Brother, fot 
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6,522,000;000 of Inhabitants; 
Novy the Earth's Surface is 
about 200, oo, ooo 2 iq uare . 
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would be 20,000;,000,000 3 will 
— allowing for all accidental 
nts which may be probably 1 imag 
might in leſs than nee ö 
r- be upon the Earth. 
By this it may be vbſerve d. that the World. 
Es in ſo ſhort a Time after the Creatiog, 
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And there i is n but that i 
th arth, before the Deluge, was much 
filled: with Inhabitants than ever it has þ 
. fince, or ever will be capable to & 
vaſt Tracts of Land, xs aw no 
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'H Us I have firſt obſerved; wha 
iwe-may reaſonably ſuppoſe of the 
| ultiplication of the 'Antedila- 
vVians, as being neceſſary to the ſucceed 
ſervations that I purpoſe to make upon that 
« Account, which Moes has given us in the fore- 
mention d Chapters of Gen en eat 
But before I proceed thereto, it may not be 
improper to conſider a Query: that will hence 

: ooh LOHE 29949 te 
If the Encreaſe and Multiplication of the 
Earth's Inhabitants may be allow'd ſo great in 
ſo ſhort a Time, notwithſtanding accidental 
Deaths and Detriments, Wars and ö 
lations, What would there have been „ had 
Man remained in his primitive Purity, and 
not have | ſubjected himſelf and» Poſterity to 
nes And what muſt then have contained 
ſiſted them? „ eee 
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5 55 me — an ——— of itz ot, 2. It 
would have been ſo ordered, that ſuch Men, 
who excelled in ſpiritual Exerciſes,” and Es 
vations above their common Organs of Senſa- 
—5 would be 3 * raiſed above them, as to 


the laſt Chapter of my Project into the ler 
nl World, e eee 
— then again „ (a8 1 have * in — 
Survey , the Tix e Works f the Creation) 
if Ales had not fallen, his Poſterity muſt 
have been under the fame Law he had firſt 
given him, and have been ſubjected to the Fu- 
ach for their Tranſgreſſions; 


niſhment of De 
and, as I have there made appear reaſonable, 
could have had no Redemption, becauſe their 
Treſpaſſes would have been only to themſelves, 
and could not have involved any but them- 
{elves in the Guilt, and therefore no univerſal 
Redemption could 'be wrought” for them, as 
for a whole Race; and it would only then 
have become juſt to have executed the Sentence 
of Death upon them „ to have put 
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} or their Removals (which 1* 
likelicr of the co) — 5 . 


was —— ray wait — capable of, and 
might accompany thoſe who bad been their 
more particular Governors here, under »whoſe 
Care their Lots had happen'd to fall, and un- 
der whoſe Indulgencies they had found that 
true Satisfaction and Contentment, that no- 
g to them in the Abſener 
of ſuch indulgent Governors they had had the 
Happineſs to be enured to; fo that it would 7 
be their conſummate Pleaſure to be t 
with them, by caſting off their preſent Fleſh | 
and Blood, to enjoy the Pleaſures 3 
thereupon in a continued Liberty, under the 
de er- Government of theſe Sons of God. 
F. 2. Thus mi 
anſwer d for both Man and Animals in ches 
0 'agrecabieto. our preſent Reaſon. and 
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vet the al be cht re nine promiſed | 
1 IS Adam and Eve- were therefore 
preſerved from: preſent Death, to anſwer: God 
Command and Permiſſion to be, fruitful. 200 
anultiphy : In Anſwer to which, 1Me/es tells us, 
H iv. ver. . 9 hat A 1 knew Eve his 
Wi 4 3 that ſhe conceived and bare (uin, nd 
aid, I have gotten a Man from the LRV. 
Ver. 2. And * again bare his Brother Abel; 
And Abel was a Keeper of Sherp, but es oy 
Was a Tiller: of i the Ground. be Accoun 
of whom he continues to ver. 16. 5 
bis Account of the Births of Corn nd. 
Abel, Moſes gives us from: their being the: firſt 
of the lineal Deſcendants of the human Race | 
and by this Account it appears that they were 
Twins, and the Product of one Conception. 
Now, he had no ſooner given the Account 
of their Births, but he immediately proceeds to 
their Manhood, and tells us, their different 
Mannerg of Life, iz. That Abel was a Keeper 
of Sheep, and Cain was a Tiller of the Ground: 
And as he takes no notice of their juvenile 
Tears, neither does he take notice of — or 
of bem. and :Eve's Poſterity, which they had 
„ between 


* 


inc — ß 7 
But, as before 3 in. tho. Account: 
_ *Mofes has given us of the me ene 
to Noab, it is ſaid of all the P * Iarchs „ that 
after che Son they happen d to have in that 
Line '(tho* none of — Children they had he- 
— that Son are mention d) they lived ſo 
many hundred Vears, and begot Sons and 
Daughters; ſo that, as I-obſerved, it cannot 
be doubted, that from the Time that Cain flew 
Abel, which was about the 130th: Year. of 
their Age, their and their Father and Mothers 
Poſterity would be very much encreaſed, and 
numerous Families would be then upon the 
Earth, fo that it would then be neceſſary for 
them to ſpread themſelves into diſtant Plan- 
- tations, and which Cain was obliged 0 n 
'after the Murder of his Brother Abel. 
And it appears very probable, chat many 
F amilies had ſpread themſelves before; ſince, 
vVhen God pronounced this Puniſhment againſt 
Cain, that he was curſed from the Earth and 8 
ſhould be a Fugitive and à Vagabond in it; 
or, that his Fact would drive him from the 
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This Funilbuent, which G0. od foretold Ca 
would be. the natural Reſult of his — 
Crime; ſtrikes him with Terror, and made 
e What have I done? the Puniſn- 

is greater than I can ber, or intolerable, 

dhe for the futu —— Men will ei . avoid 

my Company, or if ſhould happen upon 

it — they will avenge my Brother's 

"Blood and ſlay me; I muſt therefore Herdlte 
myſelf to ſome uninhabited Plat and pen 
the reſt of my Time in uncomfortable Terrors 
and fruitleſs Wishes that I had had more dell 

berate Reflections upon the ſad Conſequences 

of ſo raſh, fo vile, and fo damnable an Act. 

N 8 ſuch like Reflections he became ſelf- 

nd d, and experienced an afflicting Pu- 
nilbment king upon the inward Faculties 
of his guilty Oeser; upon which Regret 
and Self- Condemnation, God: mitigates and 
ſuſpends his outward Apprehenfion of Puniſh- 
ment, and tells him, That his Acknowledpe- 
ment of his Guilt, and his Remorſe attending 
F him for it, ſhould be a Mark in his Counte- 
nance to deter any one from ſlaying him, "fo 
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8. W . AP; both of 
and Murder, e ee Predeſtin 


be becauſe he repented heartily: And atcord- 
ing to the ſhort Account: of Cain s Murder, Ac, 
we have fifficient. Reaſon to belie ve he did the 
s and with as much Regret and Conce 
as David did, nay; .and-moſt robably e 
for he leſt the Converſation. of Mankind, and 
went into Exile to the Land of Nod, be- 
cauſe he was aſhamed to appear in the peop 
World, ſince he had no Plea to make for him - 
ſelf in committing ſo op Yael odious an Act 
of Murder; but tho nted, and ſe- 
cretly watered his — 183 Tears, yet it 
never drove him from the Con verſation of 
Men, nor from the public Tranſactions of 
his Power and Authority in his Kingdom. 
And if God's infinite Mercies might be e 
tended to David, ſhall we not conclude aum 
they would, upon the ſame Conditions, be ex+ 
tenden to Cain? fince we have no reaſon. wy 
; 5 imagine 


chis Mork, hich is ſaid 10 be; ſer, on Cain, 


allow him to be pardon d; and why 2; ſe mußt 


wa 
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rom; 5 from ey pl + dm jr 
pear to all un prejudiced Perſons: And 
e ſhould. not be Partaker of future 

Mercy upon the ſame Terms, whereby it 

is. — offered to all, I could never yet 
diſcover: But it being generally 1 dhe 4 


Ae 


Cain by both ancient and moder eſti- 
Darians, - gave Reve and: 4 — — the Oppor- 
tunity to go a Step farther, and to broach 


that wild Notion, that Cain was 155 en. = 


the Devil; tho this can ..{cai 
extrayagant Flight than 


pected. to attend that TO wg of yn — 


tion, or a fatal Neceſſity, tho ſtill in Vogue to 
carry on ſome ſiniſter Deſigus of new Pro- 


phets and mad Enthuſiaſts, whoſe Errors, 1 


think, I have ſufficiently confuted in ſeveral 
of my former Works, wherein I have tr eated 


on that Subject, as in my Philo}, Med. my 
Faurney thro the World, my Divine Autbo- 


rity of the Scriptures phi loſophi cally. proved, and 
my ONO of the Six Days Works of the Grea- 
tion: In which I have treated upon that Sub- 


jeR, but had not a proper Oppoctunity, 8 


o treat upon the Caſe of Cain Le 00 2 
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ter, 1 /e gibs us an Account” of 0271's R 
niſhment from: the Preſence of the Lx b, or 
of his being drove out of tlie Preſente' 'of the 
Lonxp; that is, his being dtote but of 'thaſe 
Pafts of the Earth that were then inhabited, 

and from ſuch Societies which '-were. mutually : 
ſerviceable to one another; and therefbre for [A 
Cum to be drove from ſuch mutual Society, 9 

he is ſaid to be drove from the Preſence; bf 
the Lok p, and muſt  thetefate'how bechthe 
as an uncomfortable Fugitive and Vagabond; 
in which State he would naturally Tegret his 

vile Action, having no way left but Solitude, 
to waſh out the Stains of his [guilty and ter- 

'rith d Mind; ſo that he could only now wear 

it off by Degrees, as he ſhould Hereafter en- 

a this "own Family, by which Time his 

Repentance might again entitle him to enjoy 

ſuch Pleaſures as might atiſe from he Aſſiſt- 
ande of ſuch of his own Progeny that he be- 4A 

Fes in Exile, and thoſe he might take with + . * 
im in their Minority; and of ſome of his Al. - 
ter Progeny s various Ingenuities we have an 
1 in the ſucceeding Verſes. 
$..4. Ver. 17. And Cain kB Wife, 
(ad ſhe conceived and bare Enoch e And Hie 
, builded a City, and called the Name bf 
« the City after the Name IL IMS: | 
Now we may obſerve, that  upen Cuins 
Baniſhment from the ben habitable Parts of 
the Earth, that the firſt Act of Cain in his 
new Setlement, Was, that he knew his Miſe: 
C From 


2 


6 erous Childfen 1 debe 204 * Fn 4 4 
inte dumefdüs Families; pet zs this Act 
Cans had excluded even thoſe ſprung from 
Wen Loins, except: ſuch of his Children as 

be in their Minority, whom, with bun Wi, 
be " might: alſo take HO with. Lune to this 


i "Bf B, bin proceeds to tell us, e in 1 this 

ede Abode Cain knew his Wife, and ſhe con- 
ceived and bare Enocb, being the feſt Son bi orn 
e Cain in his Exile. 175 8 112 N oth is Ot 


Now Cain, bpon ſettling + Bare ids that * 
| 8 only y Society he could hereafter expect, ry 
muſt. 88 amongſt his own future Progeny; 1 
and tho 40% r is ſilent in taking: notice of the 4 

Juvenile Tears of his Son Each, yet he tells 0 
us, that Cain builded a City, and called it by . 
the Name: of that Son whom he firſt begot in | 
this newy Plantation; and which City, no 00 
doubt, was enlarged as Inhabitants from Carr's 40 
Poſterity encreafed,: which, in all Probability, WF 
| li would be anſwerable t their "Encreale, 26 ; 
before obſerved; from the Beginning of the Ml .. 
* Encreaſe of the World by | Adam. — 7 Eur, 0 
tho! Moſes confines his Kerle only to a few 8 
of Cuins Line, and a few of his lineal Deſce pr 
dants to the ſeventh Generation. from Adan 1 
Verſe 18. And unto Enoch was born ſti 
— Tad: And Trad 8 ** and Ma- fo 
1 | x 10 i948} | O, 


+ Sa 


oe denied ws 1 wh Taue 8d. In. 1 
b f and alſo that there would be adja- 
cent Towns and. Villages, and 1750 then, eden 
thoſe of Cain 's new Race, in his Exile, ee ; 
form themſelyes into Societies and begin to 
improve themſelves in uſeful, delightful, and 
profitable Arts and Sciences; of y Which Mees 
| gives a ſhort Account in the next Generation 
_ of the Children of Lamech, ſeveral of whom he 
mentions by; Name, , 12 i $90.8 HH BR, - 
(8 Verſe 19.“ And: Fe took unto 
| 455 15 mn Wives, Adab and Zillal.— Ver. 20. 
*, And Adab bare Fabal; he was the Father of 
« ſuch as dwell in Tents, and of ſuch as have ä 
. Cattle. Ver. 21. And his Brother 8 Name - 
was Jubal; he was the Father * Ae 
% handle the Hay and Organ. 
Verſe 322. And Zillab, the alfp 333 T- 
fal- Cain, an Inſtructor of every Artificer ina 
60 raf and Tron D and the Siſter of Tuba!-Cain 7 
was Naamab. — 
_ Here are 1 Sans MN S's af eee 2 
with the particular Branches of their e 
Occupations ; in which, no Doubt, they had 


made Improvements of What had been before 3 


| projected; fince - they are mentio ed. as, ch, 


v ho excelled; in thoſe Performances, as b ing 
ſtiled the Fathers of ſuch as ſhould hereafter 
ſucteed in the Proſecution oſ the ſaid att * 
Occupatiors. 
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Td of Lanes, 1558 takes e 4 a 
. Siſter belonging to him; w HCE bei 1g par 
larly mentioned as bis Siſter, 1 think ; plainly 
- facimates'that the was born with char-Brother 
at one Birth, and that they were Twins, and 
that there Were ſcarcely any of them called 
| baſs and Siſters, but /#cÞ'as: were ſo born. 
. Thus Meſes having given us a ſhort 
of the Poſterity of Cain, ſo far that 
. may Sake from it, that by the Time of 
 Lamech, there was a vaſt Encreaſe of Camn's 
Progeny in his Exile: He Hroceeds to give 
us an Account of Lamech's Boaſting to his 69 
Wives, as in Verſe 23. And Lamecl ſaid 
* unto his Wives, Adab and e, Hear 
* my Voice, ye Wives of - Lamech, hearken 
. unte my Speech: For I have flain a Man 
* to my Wounding, and a ybung Man to my 
16 Hurt: If Cain ſhall be avenged ſeven- fold, 
* truly Lamech ſeventy and ſeven- feld. 
- Now this Account of -Lamech having Fo 
Wives, - 3s the firſt Account that we have in 
the Moſaic Hiſtory of any ſuch Tranſtiin 
amongſt the Antedi luvians, particularly, But 
we may have Reaſon, from that Hiſtory, to 
believe that Polygamy | was practiſed in that 
State of the World, as well as K 5 s 
Wards, as 1 thall take notice in its 
But, as I obſerved, this is the fir ee, 
duch a Tranfation then, and which we ma 
reaſonably ſuppoſe was not before common: 
For, as T obſerved in my — V2 7 Ax 
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(33) 1 
Days Works. of gde Creation, Chap. 20. ect. * 
That the ficſt Inſtitution of Marriage was de- 
on'd to be a perpetual Obligation of Truth, 
Flleliy,. and Conſtancy between, ane Male 
and one F emale, without Polygamy, oh pro- 
miſcuous Acts of Generation; and that our 
bleſſed S reproved all Deviations. there-. 
from, and commanded. en; Obſerragpn- of 146 
firſt Inſt itution. 
Therefore Lamech's having £ap0 Wives mud. 
be then an uncommon Act; and his other 
Acts of ſaying a Man to his Woandipg,. and 
a young Man to his Hurt, moſt; likely was, - 
ſome way or other, an Effect relaxing. to hie 
having two Wives. 


ing of it, and to whom he directed his £ 


8 


ken unto. my b, I think we may 
| reaſonably conclude, that he had done it in 
Defence of that Right, which he imagined he 
had gain'd in and over them both; Which 


a _—_— pu Sd .v""S — HF 2 * r 


an U ſurpation of what he — not ny 
defend, in having more than one Wife; 


ROS bY "WW % 


two, they might diſpute his having any Right 
to either, and therefore contend to take them 
both from him by Force; and each enjoy oñe 


R „% „„ 1 


LS 


For if we conſider the Nature of his boalt- 
* Hear my Voice, ye Wives of Lamech, $4905" 


they, W. b he had ſlain, might have judged; ; 


as he had, contrary to the then common Me. | 
thod, taken tao, theſe Men might, upon 
that Occaſion, claim as much Right to one 
or both of them as himſelf: For he having 


ef Wei themſelves ; which would * 8 


4 
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ts cited: to 7 they "muſt adn! 
_ undergo®more Pain than leaſure, by being 
both his Wives ; ſince they, perhaps, might 
have been as capable to have pleaſed two Huſ- 
bands, as he was to pleaſe two Wives * 1 
ſay, this might be reaſon'd by ſuch, who 
might have an Inclination-- to hot” Lamech | 
cut of his i Wives; and they might alſo,” 
upon this Account, have a fair Pretence, here- 
by to releaſe theſe his r Wives from that 
Bondage, that one Man's Pretenſions of” Claim 
to them both, had enſlaved them to. 
And we muſt in Reaſon allow; chat hoy. 
Men, who would give themſelves: the Liberty 
| of Mind to covet other Mens Wives, might 
be encouraged to expect that they could ſooner 
ptevail upon ſuch Women, that had only one! | 
Part of a Huſband's Affections and Endear- 
ments, than upon any that had ſolely the Af 
fections __ Endearments' of I: Hoſband. £0: 
herſelf. 85 { * IEG 
80 chat! it outs bi no Wander that lng 
offieious Sparks ſhould chuſe to offer their Aſ- 
ſiſtance to one or both of Ris Wives, to deliver 
them from their preſent Subjection and . 
common e ab 700 to „„ 
ST et, I And: 


» The AQ of Polnyomy: was » Dons In desde 
AQ, and was never deſigned in the Order of Nature, but 
only gain'd in the World thro' the vicious Inclinations of 

the corrupt and * Navuro of Me 
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molt probable, if we — ; : * 
from his Application - to Hey v Wives, after 
he had ſlain 3 Ron Earn __ 

Hear my Voice, ye! Wives % Liamec! 
«© hearken ines! my Speech; for I have dan a 
« Man to my 1 and a 2 Man 
„ to my Hurt. Now this Spee b being 
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Ba only made to his ruo Wives, in all Likeli- 
4 hood, it miglit be becauſe: thoſe two Men 
whom Lamech had ſiain. had been making 
. ſome Attempts to rival him in the Enjoyment 
: of one or both of them, ſince hiv Exceſs; in 


arrogating o to himſelf, Was leſs -excuſabler 
in him, than it could be in them to np 5 


5 to deliver his /200/J/7ves from their Bondage 

0 and Slaveries, which his pretended Right te 
= them both had laid: them under; which, —— „ 
1 be an Uſurpation on the one, and an Abuſe 
7 upon Both. Theſe Pretenſions of Lameabs 
| two Rivals; I ſay, moſt probably was the 
| 


Cauſe of a e that axle between nim 
and then. 
And tho their: firſt Defias! penn! — 


5 for ſome Time remain unobſerved; by him; 
1 yet before they could compleat them, their 


Attempts muſt grow more obvious; ſo that 
ne at laſt diſcovers the Intrigue, and be- 

ing reſolved to  vindicate himſelf :1n what he 
had aſſumed, and to maintain his Right in both 
his Wives, reſolves to do it againſt all Oppo- 


r and, either by open Force or Senate 
C 4 ” 


* 


Ws 
* 
5 
3 


expoſe” theſt"Lives for their Miſe) {ch rat. 
hereupon a furious and deadly Duel enſues b 
| zamer b and his foo: Rivals, in Which 
Tjanitch; either thro' a ſuperior Strength, or a 
more artful and premeditatedly contrived: Stra- 
tugem, probably unawares to them from the 
Concealment of his Knowled e of their In- 
ten tions, overcomes them both, to his o 
_ "receiving a Wound from the one / and a en 
Hort from the other. 1 
Noe this Application, Speer t his two 
Wives, will naturally bear this Conſtruction. 
- 47 Hear my Voice; ye Wines'of Lamech, ber- 
Y ken unto my Sprech; 3 for: 1: have flain a 
Man to my Wounding, and a young Man 
Bas to my Hurt. Therefore now be con- 
= _ © vinced' of my Valour, and of my extraordi- 
1 - ary Love to you, which has raiſed that ex- 
1 traordinary Courage and Reſolution in me ta 
maintain my Right 10 as eee a dou ble : 
| Oppoſition.” | " BAT: © 
= If Aus mall be e d ſeven-fold N 
33 1 Lamech ſeventy and ſeven- fold: - Bew-ny ; 
| as of ſlaying theſe! wo Men, can never be 
accounted:of fo heinous: a Nature, by a tenth. 
Patt, as Cain's ſlaying his Brother Abel, be- 
cauſe theſe gave me not only a Provocation to 
Ne my Rage — them, but alſo at · 
e 


| 1 3 „ 16 dads in „* 
as —— not 5 prevailed, and I have ſlain 
em, if Cain ſhalt be avenged ſeuen- fold upon 
any that ſhall ſiay him far. the ſlaying} of his 
Brother, wohn chen, as my Ack of laying theſe. 
twyo Men, in my own Defence, cannot he . 
ſo heinous a Nature, by a tenth Part as Cain s 
was; therefore if Cain ſhall be avenged ſeven» 
fold, truly Lemech, if any ſhall ſlay him for 
this: Act, Vengeance ſhali be — on him, 
ar them, e 5 eng er fn 


on whom: ves anc Gale be ere uted 
his ſeventh De — does not in — 
agree with the Account wWe have thereof, there 
not appearing therein any Tendency to frame 
ſuch a Suppoſi tion therefrom, but the quite 
Reverſe ſeems demonſtrable from; the very- Mes 
count we have of it: For if this Act had been 
only. an Act for executiog Vengeance upon 
Cain for the Murder of his Brother Abel. 
what other young Man could bee. to 
have ſuffered for it beſides himſelf? 
Alſo let it be conſidered, that when Cain 
| acknovledgadt his Guilt, and expreſſed his 
Terror of every one that met 1 would lay 
him, God's Anſwer to him was, Whoſo- 
« ever ſlays Cain, Vengeance ſhall be taken of 
him ſeven- fold; which could not ſignify 
leſs than a full 1 Pardon from being ſlain at all 
Do TS | for 
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toe ſi caval, and a . oy in- 
flicted as his full Puniſhment: 80 that had 
Cain been one of thoſe whom Lamecb low): - 


the a jon, char ve of ee e HIPS arm 


whom Lamech ſlew” could" be His A 


Cain, but the Caſe rather appears to be * 


before ſurmiſed, becauſe it carries in it à true 


Connection with the very Intent of the Rela- 
tion; dere the e as __— a Contradictton 


1 5 


W ID 
This 1 all the enttheylar Accyncit: Moſes 


has given us of the Poſterity of Cain, he re- 
turns to give us an Account of Adam s Line 
to Mob, in which tho' he is very conciſe, yet 
it is ſo very well adjuſted, that there is uff. 


would e Wente a Aten ee 4 

Himſelf, inſtead of being of a ten-fold 
18 heinous Nature: So that there does not 
in the leaſt appear, to me, that one of thoſe 4$ 


cient-Room'to judge of Cauſes from 'mention'd 
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Effects, and of Effects from mention'd Cauſes: 
And chis ought to be our Guide, where we _ 
attempt to carry our Searches farther than the we 


eee rarchod wr" ies plain to _ View. Po 
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1 I, TIO two ” laſt Verſes b hs oh Cha 5 


gh of  Gene/is, Moſes returns to give 
us an e of the Genealogy of Adans 
Line to Noah, but concludes this Chapter with 
only the Mention of his Son Seth, and tha 


Son BE Seth whom he named Enes, who con- 
: tinued the Line of Succeſſion, to Noab. SA 


Ver. 25, and 26. « And Adam knew his 
6c Wife again An no Doubt, he had done 
11 a Time in 130 Years, between un and 

„ and Seth) , and ſhe bare (another) Son + 
# a = called his Name Seth: For God, ſaid 
* ſhe, hath appointed me another Seed inſtead 
of Abel, whom Cain ſlew.— And to Seth, 
«to him alſo there was born a Son; and he 
called his Name Enos: Then began Men 


«to call upon the Name of the Lon vd... 


Now in the 3d Verſe of the ſucceeding 
Chapter we have the particular Account 
Adams Age when he begat Seth, being, as 


before noted, 130 Vears; and from the for. 


mer Accounts I have obſerved, that this Son 
Seth was the next Son Adam had: after Cams 
ſlaying his Brother Abel, and was - therefore 
— — by Eve as in his Stead, to whom it 
might moſt probably be reveal'd, that from his 
Seed ſhould come the Promiſed Meſtab; as 
Rag it e be in al the Line of Pa- 


— 


= ; 


| triarchs to. mah) as is Hed probable * „ 
Ing their lineal FIN only recoided. N 

8. 2, But hitherto we baye. no Account of 
religious V orſhip amongſt either the Poſterity 5 
of, Adam's, Cain's or ebe. aſter the accept- 
able $; acrifice of Abel, and which | rather ſerms 
by, * Account of this laſt Verſe that it had 
lain dormant and been neglected, than that 

ere had been made any public. Practice of 
it; becauſe it is here obſerved, that after Seth 
bad begot a Son, whom he called Bros, that 

then began Men, to call upon the, Name, of 
the LOnD.... -.:. 

So that if it was then that Men. gen to 4 
upon the Name of the Lon p, it d plain, that 
55 Practice had been before 5 5 
Iadeed the Practice of Religion, in ſome 

Shape or other, might have been made uſe of 
in the Interval between Cain ſlaying Abel, 
and the Birth of Euos; but not to that Degree 
of Purity, to which Serb, upon the Birth of 
his Son Euos, did reſtore it; ſince it was upon 

the Bir th of his Son Exos, that then Men began 
to call upon the Name of the SORE.» nes. 

No it may he eaſy to conclude, that Seth 
was 4 Man of a religious Diſpoſition, and had 
peen inſtructed in the Knowledge of the Pro- 
miſe of a Meſſias, who ſhould Deer Mankind 
from the Effects that his Father and Mother's 
Diſobedience had involved their Progeny in; 
and that theſe Inſtructions had a powerful In- 
fluence upon him, and engaged him to a Con- 
damit to ſach Duties which were e : 
$0 


{ 45 0 
to Man ellen ger, his ptitnitive Purity, where- 
-by 1 bimſelf to de a Partaker of ſl 
Redem ion: But —— 


3 Fart or Nang, Whole Ves of yr Eives 
had cauſed them to ſet their Affections on 
on preſent E Eujoyments, andito'caft off their 

Thoughts of 1 Wide State. But Serb, who 

was the firſt Sen born to Adum and” Be after 

Azel was ſlain, his Mother received him as in 

Abels Stead, * would therefore parti | 
inſtro& him in the Uncertainty of th 

of human Life, and the Subjection re 
here” continually: under to be — of 
the preſent material Habitations of our Bodies; 
and that this Was very obvious from Cuin's 
bloody Act of Violence in ſeparating his Bro- 
ther's Sdul from his Body, even when his Body 
would have been a capable 'Plubitatiaty JONI 
ſeveral hundred Years longer. 
And Selb joyfully\embracing' this 

_ _ cation, we may 8 — Lale | 

| Spirit of God would have 4 
Influence upon him, and that, 5 in thoſe 
Days there did not appear ' Government, 
but what God himſelf was immediately con- 
cerned in; ſo ſuch a Man as eib might be 
entruſted to have ſome Secrets committed to 
him of God's Purpoſes, from this Foreſight bf | 
an univerſal Degeneracy, to ſend an univerfal 
Overthrow; and that God might, at the 
Time of this Son's Birth, inſpire Seth with the 

: 3 of Prophecy, whereby” to fotetell = 

is 


bwbled n to rio fe Some Dirt 156 
| ſtival, that from e, 18 Son Would 1 h 
of his Race, that, with a few of h 
mily only; would eſcape an 

23 ir Which 0 


ad <iE l be "thi the * ould- p- 
pear to fave” Mankind, 2 25 1 Bey giming 70 5. 
the End of it * i N 

So that upon dhe Feſtival, chat this 80 8 
Birch had occaſioned, the Father then. being 
influenced by the Spirit of Prophety, as before 
premiſed, he might thereby, not ook 1 
but bring about ſuch a 1 in 
Sous Worthip, as might have been 
glected amongſt the Generality of Making, 
from their Diſregard and: EY of the 
Fromiſe of a Redeemer. 1 
For as Serb was 105 Years ad when „ 
degat this Son, and had always been reli igioufly 
- inclined, ſo we may conclude, that the \ World 
was not tben ſo corrupted: as not to have a Ve. 
neration, at leaſt, for Men of virtuous and 
religious Principles ; and therefore as Seth was 
a Man of particular Notice and unblemiſped 
Character, he might thereby have fo great. an 
Influence upon his Relations and Acquaintance, 
whom he had invited to celebrate the Feſtival, 
.of this Son's Birth, as to bring them to a 
Compliance to cortect their former Diſregard 
10 the e of pure Wee and * 1 
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iſs on Reder mer. * 
he 75 | ne def 
united in che Practice the F * 
their pteſent Engagements re thus engaged, 1 
e of. flat, Convidtions: :+ But, how . I 
afterwards a Degene lens un, and. 

ſally f read, may be 0 ve 
i ain of this Work. 
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e make one e , 
1 "Mo ofes has recorded in the SOLO 1 BE | 
Se ; wherein we have chie Y- 'R; — 4 
of Adam's Line to Meah; and the n oro 
neſs; and Tranſlation of Enoch... ; 64 A 3 F LED FR 
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In the Iſt and ad Verſes of this . N 

75 g returns (by a beautiful Tau ws — — 1 

Improvement of his former. en e 1 

Creation of Adam and Eve, and te — 2 _ 
Ver. 1. This is the Book of wo 

« tion of Adam mln the Day t 2 

Aan: In the Likengſs 0 
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Bi DN bY 4 73 Ar r th a 
„ made HE him. 


YR. Male and Female. create | 
« 0 bieſſed em, and called cheig Name 
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EDS as yes — 1, re 
1 wonfider that the Word. Mane bears not its 
6: Relation to them and their, but to Adam, that 

: ws ; which was the Name they welt call 


3: Som: tho' they were creajed:Male and 
yet chere is hut one ſingle Name here 
igned them. Thus if we were to ſpeak of 
. a Whole Polly of Childsen deſcended from 
=... Parents, their Family Name, all their Deſcen- 3 
| darts are at firſt 1 5 to. Thus wwe h, 
Properly ſay, of ſuch a Family, their Namevis | 
Radford, tho the ſeveral Branches of the Fa- 
12 have every one another Name to diſtin- 
guiſh them in Reference to their Particularities, 


as well as the Female, that was taken out of 
Alem and united to him to be his Help- 
„ receive her partioular Name, Mug, 5} 1 wh 


Thus every one, now-a-days dveay a ure and | 

. "hiked to the general Name of the Family they 
deſcend from, before their particular Domes is 

given them: And many of theſe general 

Natnes have been brought cinta — from 

n of their Anceſtors \ particular: * | 
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Bar 
— — Nithies' hight afterwards be 
iven- to the Branches thereof as they they beam 
ſeparated: But that Adam's 1 
(he then having no other) it 18 moſt probable | 
deſcended to de ae welt as his Wife's 
bei entitled to it, as Eve Adam, Corn aw, 
Abel Adam, Seth Adam, &. 
1 of 5th Chap- 
ter, Moſes imipediazely dene to give us'a 
ſhort Account of Adams Line to Noah; and 
then returns to his Sdn Seth, from whom 
Noah by lineal Deſcen ſucceeded ; and that 
this Was the Son born to Adam the next after I 
Cain had flaih his Brother Abel, has been be- 3 
fore taken notice of; and of Adam's being Tzo |} 
Years old when he begat him, Ge. Afterwards . 
Moſes on 0 inform us, in bk 
_ Verſe 4. And the Da yo of Adam aer b. 
had begotten $&h,: were £ PIG N 
9 : 000 Sons and * e 
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; | which cou'd 7 2 no longer be confin 
material Laws, but leaving, its Sub ection heh 
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|  "=thole Treal nes upon Which 
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unn it by. 
a 
truly Airectea, "he leaves eve 175 — 
longed to the World; an _ — 
figed to material Laws, entem upan. a 
1 to view and enjoy thoſe, Gee dein 
Pix a 7 * ich 3 his of = # 
* it 3 BY by 4 


Or. vx 


ortion'd 


begat (-veral Children, Sons and D ghters, 2 
300 Veats after he begat Methuſehih) the A- 
2 of God's Goodneſe, Love, Merey, 
Se. were reflected upon him with that Effi> 


_cacy,. that, by a powerful Influence they ſup- 
pteſſed all the the heterogeneous Weights of his 


material Organ 6 which tended to the Band,” 
and exhaled- Fal thoſe homogeneous and ſpiri- 

tuous Parts that before continued the Cohekon, '0 
of his bodily;Organs along with his; ſpirizal - 
Affections, to: take.a full Poſleſſicn. of that,oni-A 
4 94 FT Zinal 
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_ theſis, Chap. i. Seck. 3. of this Diſcourſe, that the Ante- 
Aae, rt ea be allow d to have Children ed the : 
Age * $208 wot oft or 2 | 


"refiirn Wasen enn K Þ 
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N the 6th Chapter of Genes, 
ves us an Account of the Great 
ickedneſs. that prevailed u 
120 Years before the Flood, upon which 
God determin'd to put a — thereto, by 5 4 5 
unfverſalQvertheby 0 the r and only to 
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Rigbteous mul be looner aint 


of 3 and a thorough Reſt from tin 
and alſo thoſe whoſe Lives were 
c ctrupr, mod foon be femoved from HH. 
| Qing the: loin here; and have a leſs | 
Score of Sins to anſwer for, when they were 
er calle to Account. F 
inning of this Chapter, Verſe. 
ſes tells us, And it came to 
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f Men began to multiply upon 
| | e of the Arn, and Daughters were 


7 to, the Daughters of Men that they were 
3 e And they took them Wive 0 
3 | ** that they choſe,” „ 


multiply upon the Face of th 
F. 3- But here appears a Diſtingtion : 
Parties; the on of hich x 
- called Men, Who had: Daughters 
them; and the other, the: Sons f 
1 choſe them Wives obtheit, | 
And it Was now, 270 
Men, were multipl 


he Reſtoration of Religi ion by s 
i e 1 and "0; | 


r wan Mg — had More Dare 
d Pains to inſtruct their Children therein, 
and in which they might c un for Sev” 

Fenn ot their Manho de. 
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But, in Proceſs of Time, many of the - 
- Children: and Deſcendants of theſe religions 
- Fathers began to degenerate, and to rake 
k. ges with the, Daughters off Men, who 
quiſhed all Ae of Duty to Gov 
| Brow their Neighbours; and were therefore 
Ae upon by the Parents of thoſe Sant 4 
Gad, who married their Daughters, as ſuch 
wih whom they ought to have had no Com- 
munion: But theſe Children growing. from 
under their immediate Inſpections and Go- 
veſnment, and becoming ſmitten- with the 
Beauties of theſe Daughters of Men, and 
without farther Thought or Enquiry, chuſt 
them Wives from amongſt them, without 
making their different Educations and N otions 
of God and Religion, any Barriers to decline 
it, and inſtead of theſe Wives being brought 
to a Regard for the Religion of their Ha. 
bands, their Huſbands are perſuaded by theſe 
Wives to relinquiſh that Share of Religion, 
which might have before remained in them 
from their Education; for their chu ny them 
wor 


my 
* 


henſions of a future State, abrid ed 


e 5 8 begin 28 to 
1oke Ground, which ended in al a 
for it was ſoon reduced to x: ety Vo in- che 
Fathers, who firſt embrac'd its Reſtoration, 
whoſe Children had błen diſtinguiſhed . 
the (Haracter of the Sons of "God: Whit 


Character might probably be given them in | 


Deriſion, by thoſe who made a Mock at their 
Regard to any Religion or Worſhip of God, 
having none to any themſelves; and therefore 
looked upon ſuch as had, to de Men of af- 
fected Singularity, which thro” their App e- 


ſelves of the free Indul encies and Liberties, 
which they enjoy'd of their ſenſual Deli 
And hereupon it ſeems to be, that the 4 
dren of theſe religious Fathers were ſtiled in 
* by theſe Children of Men, the „ 
7 7 ö 
* *$, 4. Now that this clin Worſhip was. 
alſo embraced and practiſed upon its Reſtora- 
tion by Seth, by ſome of the Deſcendants of 
Cain, I think- very probable, from the Ac- 
count that we have of his Deſcendants to the 
7th Generation from Adam. For we may obſerve 
the Inventions and Improvements of ſeveral 


liberal and mechanical Arts and Sciences a- 
mongſt them, which cou'd not be carried on 


11 without "TR Teaſgzable Government,” and 
; ko 130TH0: 
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al the makical Inſtruments, Ge. that! it is pe 
Lie der the” Art of N invent, bud; 
ide *t0* eſerve fr 


i e is onde univerl 
| [Flanthoiy or 'Frariquilfity, r A e 
"Government or 1 4 7. then muſt .. 
cc Deſtruction and Ruin, if not frotn an 
\ _ etliate "Appc intment at Providence, yet, 

"the ve Jature of the Caufe, . Mur ind : 


$5.5 


1 Diſorder, And? Beef LY 
| But that this was not whe Caſe e | 
cis Poſterity, any ſobner than amongſt the 
roſt of Mankind, may appear from their En- 
1 | creaſe, "and a Förm of Goverfimeht anibigſt 
= themſelves,” that influenced them to live mu- 
—_ tally, and in regular Order and Diſcipline'in | 
their ſeparate Poſſeſſions, ſo as to build Cities, 
Ve. and agreeably trade together. Glee. 
And the firſt Deviation from a g0⁰d and 
agrees eable Oeconomy amongft them, that We 
are informed of, was in Co s fixth Deſcen- 
dant, in arrogating to himfelf 2 9 Wives; blit 
at what Age of the World this hay ppened, ue 
have no Account, becauſe the Ages of the Fa- 
thers, from whom this Lamech ſprung, ate 
not recorded when, or at what Ages they be- 
gat them, as they are it Adam's Lineto Noah. 


* 1 5 0 2 * N 


0 * 1 

But as POPE in Cain Line Was, che 4 
venth from Adam, ſo Enoch in Sets Line was 
the ſeventh from Adam in the Line to Na 1 
and, tho, there e be ſome hu => of 
Years difference, between the Births of Enoch 
50 Lowe. 2 me 1 — 15 85 2 mon 


ode micht t prevent any perſona AC 34 Rk 
tance or * but t what. might be 
communicated by Letters or News, from. one 
Part of the World. to another; which we may 
reaſonably imagine was more readily then con» 
vey'd than now: For then, we have no, In- 
formation of different Languages, not of the 
Seas preventing the Earth's being travelled 
over on dry Land, and add to this their then 
longer Lives, and that Men. cou'd not ther, live 

to ſuch Ages without finding out Ways and 
Means of Communications to different Plan- 
tations, and probably better and readier than 1 
we have noẽw. | 
And whatever Degeneracy there might be 
before Lamech i in Cazn's Poſterity, he was the 

firſt that we are acquainted wi „ who broke 

the ſolemn. En gagements of matrimonial Con- 

tracts between one ſingle Male, and ane ſingle 
Female, at one Time, and from whence en- 

ſued, as has been before obſerv'd, bis diſmal 8 
ul and wa I of twa Men. 415 85 


* F. 5. 


Y * | bf eonelude, was hezan eta hundred = 
'J 4 4 Tears before it 1 1 


"oi 


Pe OS then, we may rea- 5 


ame - 0 en an rern . 


were Multitudes of Insel, who were kept "I 
in Subjection to Gbvernmente, wherein Dil. 
 cipline, and ſome Degree of Order and De- 
cdrum were 3 till in the Vear of 
T World 1 546, or 120 Years. before the 

ee in Which Wickednefs and Infidelity | 
Had its" full Progreſs throughout all Generati- 
ons, ſome few of the ancient Fatbers, 


with Wab, his three Sons, and their Wives; 


and it is obſervable, that thoſe ancient Fathers, 
who had preſerved themſelves from this De- 
gener2cy, were taken away by Death in the 
laſt 120 Years of the old World, from ſuffer- 0 
ing in the Deſtruction executed = 605g that _ $ 
jerate Race = 
How long this Degeneracy had been beg 
"ahi gradually carried on, we can only judge” 
of, as before noted, from the Time that Men 
began to 1 of upon the Face of the Earth; 
or when the Earth was pretty well mocked 


with Tnhabitants, then did that Religion be- 


gin again to loſe its Efficacy, which Seth had 
reſtored, from the bold and daring Ridicule f 
thoſe who made ſenſual Enjoyments their 
chief End of being Men, and who thought 
Scorn to dedicate themſelves to any Exerciſes 
but ſuch only as related to their ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, upon which they valued themſelves — 
Mx N.; ; Men, not to be - by the fu- 
. : ture 1 4 


the Exerciſe of. thei «preſent Enjoy- 
ments, and Gratifications of 
their Manhood called them to. an 
For they might thus encou ene 
« Let thoſe Who mind — the Fruits 
e that will reſult to them from their Practice 
_ * of it: But let us diſtinguiſh them from us, 
* (Men) by the Character of tht Sans of Gad, 
and laugh them to 8corn for denying them- 
ce ſelves thoſe indulgent Sweets conſequent up- 
eon our Liberties, and Unconcernedneſs about 
« their x Hereafters: We experience the 
6 Pleaſures a our own liberal Gratifications, and 
c are reſolved to ſhew ourſelves Men; Men of 
Honour and undaunted Courage and Reſolu- 
tion, to enjoy whatſoever our Hearts can in- 

© vite our Deſires after: And let thoſe poor in- 
te ſignificant Religioniſts, The Sons of, God, hon 
«we < dah piſe, ſet their Hearts and Affections up- 
eon their Dreams of future Enjoyments, while 

we enjoy our preſent. pleaſing Gratifications, 
and of which we have laſting Views; we 
feel no Decay of Nature, our Conſtitutions are 
* ſtrong and laſting, and far from Diſſolution; 
and if the Time (hall ever overtake, us that 
& we can no longer enjoy our Senſualitics, it will 
* be enough for us Zhen to begin to recollect 
« ourſe]ves, and to think of pa *, but till 
E. e 6 then, 


* This might well a ry their Way of Real 
ing thex, as it has been, and ſtill is, too, much ma 

Uſe of now, ſince the ſhortneſs of the Lives of the Po/ 

diluvians cannot deter many Men from the ſame Way of 


n. 


the Deſites that 


wed or of their / Religion, 
fent Objects of Senſation, and iben to make 
irdiagee with the Dau gürters of tbeſe Men, 
and to take them Wives of ſuch as they oſs 
fr thelf "outward Beauties, not Virtues, and 
then wholly to devote themſelves, as the reſt 
of the depraved World, to the preſent Enjoy 
g —— of worn * volupradus' 8 8 7 and Car- 
N Then egan a Di fregard to the . | 
happy Fofoyriont; that could only be obtain'd' 
by the Truth, Loyalty, and Conſtancy be- 
teen one Male and one Female only; ſo that 
| Polygamy and random Acts of promiſcuous 

Feneration' began to be looked upon as Per- 
formances of Manhood and Nobleneſs; ſo 
that they, who could engroſs the greateſt Phu- 
Wives, were to be the moſt eſteemed 
as the braveſt and moſt- conſummate Heroes, 
being eſteemed the moſt honourable for their \ 
taking the moſt view that they eher for 
their Beauties = 

Upon which, this Degeneracy becomi 8 neat 
A we are told, EASY 


"Verſe 3. And the Lord FO My Spirit 
ce ſhall not always ſtrive with Man, for that 
& he alſo is ante Vet his 1 al ſhall be: 120 


$. 6. | Hers „ 


| Fe! Years, 4 


Spirit "ith Man, yak 3 
ſe of natural . 1 b God had et. 


nations to Virtue, and, — —.— 
— —y— IT 226 
to e it, 
to ſeek for Satisfaction where Reaſon and Con- - 
ſcience, if adhered. to, would aſſure him that 
it is not . to be met with. „ (5 
But when Men become hardened. aganſ 
a Dictates of Reaſon and Cox ce 
ſtamped upon the Mind by the Spirit of Gad 
by a long Series of Reiſtances to itg Ad- 
monitions, ben muſt the Influences and Ope- 
rations of the Spirit of God ceaſe to work un 
ſuch hardened Rebels, who, in malicious Opr 
poſition thereto, have reſolately choſe to be 
governed only by their ſenſual Ditates and car- 
nal Inclinations. 
And from ſuch God 8 Spalt, lofing: jits 
healing Efficacy and Influence, muſt naturally 
withdraw, fince there are not any Springs left 
to receive Lite and Motion therefrom ; Hence 
God is ſaid to withdraw his Spirit from Man; 
or, that his Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 


Man, in the common and ordinary , 


* 


they wil te 3 —. * the Spit of God} | 
or that Reaſon and Conſcience God had in 
Sen dap ben, or by the Dien es 
of the Fleſh, which, ſince Adam's Falls wars 
3. the 8 pirit. | 
9.7. But 50 God Slag FG a Derr e- 
- racy amongſt Mankind, that the Dictates of 
their Reaſon and Conſcience, by the Influen- 
ces of his holy Spirit, are no longer naturally 
. Abr e but univerſally oppoſed, unleſs by 
a very ſmall Exception, he determined to ſuffer 
their Impieties no longer than 120 Years 
more, and therefore foretells righteous Noab, 
| who bad kept himſelf from Infidelity and the 
Vices of the reſt of the World, the very Time 
when a common Deſtruction ſhould come upon 
* their Wickedneſs, and directs him 
afterwards alſo, how to prepare to preſerve 
himſelf, c. from that common Deſtruction 
that ſhould come upon the reſt of the World, 
with whom the good Influences of the Opera- 
tions of his Spirit had been loſt, becauſe they 
had obſtinately choſe to be govern d by their 
fleſhly Gratifications.—“ For that he alſo is 
e Fleſh;“ or has wholly devoted himſelf to 
carnal and ſenſual * Enjoyments, till his Ways 


are become ſo corrupt and abominable, that 
2 | e 75 


babe bat Selsba zul Violaace bt 1 
The Actions therefore of Mankind ate 125 Ef 
unſufferable, bein g intolerable. even to n; 
1 another; and as nothing but Diſorder 1 5 


Confuſion could be conſequent upon 
Practices, God, even in e 5 — 
to put a final Stop to their unſufferable Impie- 
ties; the Effects of which muſt neceſſarily 
have brought a confuſed Deſtruction upon 
them, if God had not, by an immediate In- 
terpoſition inflicted an univerſal Overthrow.of 
them all together, to ſave them the Trouble 
of deſtroying one another; In which alſo 
could not have wanted the accumulated Sins of 
Wrath and Malice, which are Concomitants 
of all Acts of Violence, with which the old 
World was filled; Verſes 11th and 13-h. 80 
that when the Earth was thus filled with Via- 
lence, God, in Mercy, diſappoints their future 
Acts of Wrath and Malice, in their Deſtruc- 
tion of one another, by a total Overthrow of 
them altogether: And thereby, inſtead of theit 
dying in their Heats of Rage and Malice by 
one another, they might, during the ſhort 
Time they enjoy d after they ſaw the certain 
Deſtruction coming upon them all at once, 
and which they had been fore warned of; 1 
ſay, they might moſt probably employ that 
ſhort Time much better in repenting of their 
Wickedneſſes, and their Infidelities of the 
Warnings they had had of it, which had 
brush pen them this diſmal Overthrow, | 
and then convince them of. their former Fol- 


5 | * 


Ay 
FF 3 


Preaching to 1 the, ron in. eilen, 3 were 


: 64 when. the Sozs. of God. cam ein unto 


* 7 : "IT * Se . : - „ 


» . : * 


a 4 apter, when Be 


dient in the — 8 +; | 
p EB, Verſe 4. There were Giants in the 
© Farth in thoſe. Days; and alſo. Ae hats , 


: * N 


« Daughters of Men; and hey hare: Ch 


% unte them, the 14 75 became mighty Men, 


* which were of © Men of Renown, 
No thoſe Days, in which there is lad 10 

be Giants, it appears that this was before: the 

Sons. of: God. came in unto the Daughters of 


Men; for it is ſaid, that after there we Giants, 


« the Sons of God:came in unto the Daughters | 


„of Men, who bare Children unto them, 


« who a/o became mighty Men (or, perhaps, 

«. alſo Men of gigantic Stature) which "wy 55 

af old Men (alſo) of Renown. 
Now, we may from hence rea fobably con- 


clude, that theſe Men Giants] from tha Re- 


lation of them, that they were begotten out 


of the common way of Single Marriages, and 


thro' voluptuous and extraordinary luſtful and” 


- ungovernable Paſſions, not directed by the 


Laws of God. and Reaſon; and therefore ; as ; 
God had at firſt eſtabliſh'd a Law in Nature, 


whereby Effects ſhould ſucceed Cauſes, fo this 


Eftabliſtiment in the Courſe of Nature muſt 


continue, and Effects from Cauſes muſt natu- 


rally ſucceed ; and as this ungovernable Paſſion 
Fd Luſt prevailed, ſo the. Effects enſued of 


- 


. . 
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only is che Indgcergent, it 


common Sizes, and avg! o 


without the Reſtraint of Law or Juſtice exerciſed ambuꝑſt 
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Wives of the | 
they ha to thei Binaries, by 
the Maſtery of Wat regular Lobe, 
Virtue is the Procuret of; For 4 
only” ruiſes a mote 


than ordinary; Propenſtty aſter- the Frxuitiom of 
their 'Embraces, "hardy ths Apting 
eee r 


aid ſubmitted to by ſuch who . Ws a 
Strength, nor were of ſo violent Tem 
themſelves, and ſo were at leaſt, by* Flattery, 


bonoured as Men of Renown, not for their 


Virtues. (becauſe we have no Account of any 
belonging to them) but from the Terror Arat 


their arbitrary Injunctions brought upon W. N 


who were Oe. to n therowlth .. 
I 9. For 


my The be Earth peing now filled with Vickie, 


Mankind, Rapin and Murders daily encreaſe; und ho- 
thing but exorbitant Power prevails, in which Juſtice has 

no Hand; fo that ſo much Violence and murdering of one 
another occaſions the Divine Power to put à Stop to ſuch 

ungovernable Proceedings: As the firſt Sin of Man? Po- 
ſterity we have Account of was the heinous Sin of Mur- 
der, fo it appears thet this Sin at laſt became fo predo- 


minantly prevailing, that the whole Earth was filled with 


Violence : But as no Law had been given for Men to exe- 
Cute Death upon a before the Deluge, ſo when 


.. 
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o our 


Sending 


are not in God ſo as in us, yet that it may ap- 


of Things, we have it e wow 


| ſented in our own e Ye 12 Ne 
1 2 * Bo 8 8 AN 8 5 4 P71 1 N ce 450 
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the: whole were HIV: g 3 Ade in 
Add or Defire, Death was, by God's Merey and Tolls 
executed upon all together to put a ſtop to the tra 
milicious, and tyrannical Violences and Murderings of ene 
another without Law or Juſtice. And this appears to be 
the Reaſon why the firſt, Law God gave to Man aſter the 
Flood was, That whoſoever (hereafter) ſhould ſhed Man's 
Blood, by Man ſhould his Blood be ſhed, being convicted 
- in an appointed Court of Tudicature, to prevent 
the ſpreading of that Contagion in the After-Race of Man- 
Bind; for, before, God had only reſerved the Lives of all 
Men in his own Hands, and had left it only to his/own - 


= to our Capacities according to our Appte- 
ſions 


natural Faculties and ae Which cho —4 | 


* 


* 


Power and Juſtice to puniſh thoſe as he thought proper, 


who ſhould make Infringements upon his Rights; and 
now as he had puniſhed the whole by a general -Delug 
far their rh ap gy either in Act or Deſign, ſo hereafter. 


made it an Act of Juſtice amongſt Mankind, to 3 


ſuch Malefactors who ſhould hereafter be guilty of fuck 
Ads of Violence, which had then occaſion'd the 5 
mon Deſtruction of the whole together, 
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| he ſhould ta t — u 1 _ Dip 2 
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colt in — the C 
n far correſpond to reward V. 
puniſh. Vice, chat it may 1 Gd ohne . 
by. the immediate Appointment of : his-pravis 
Jential Diſpenfations ; as is moſt partic | 
viſible in all Communities, Com: nwealths, 
and Kingdoms, which are generally proſperous 
and. flouriſhing, or ruinous and 155 Bondage, 
according as they have Regard to Religion and 
Virtue, or become Slaves to Irreligion and 
Vice: So that it is equally the fame to us ag if 
God ſhould, at all Times, i interpoſe to bring 
it about by an immediate N fince, in his 
ordering the Courſe of Nature, he has pro- 
videntially appointed ſuch Effects to. ſuroeed/ 
ſuch Cauſes... 7 W 
But Where the Cue call fetch an imme- 
a Interpoſition beyond what the Effects will 
naturally produce, any ways tending to fe- 
claim the Viciouſneſs of either City, Nation, | 
Kingdom, or World; then, as before noted, 
it muſt be a Mercy by an immediate Intetp- 
ſition to remove the Cauſe that would, POOP: 
ſuch fatal Ee. ee a. Th 
us. 


2on the Earth, and be 101d it was cotrr 
or FE had corru ted his Way upon 
God ſaid unto Ou Aer 


Bible, Nes; z 


- But it is to- able | 27 7 
th, That Noab frind Grace in 25 4 yee, "I f 
tbe Lon p, f cauſe, Verſe 9. Moya was. a jt 
% Man and perfect (or upti Wet bs 
ce ration, nd walked with | 


herefore God eſtabliſhed a Chen with 3 
bin to preſerve . m, with three his * 

their Wives, from that fatal . 18 
which he foretold: him he would ring, upot 
the whole human R 
neither Man, Beaſt, nor Faw!” mould a. 
cape, becauſe of the Wickedneſs of Manki 
but only thoſe that he ſhould 
take into his own Habitation, which hef = 
direct bim to make for bis and their Se 

And now th religious Patriarchs v were all 
dead, and all their Progeny, except the above 
ercepted, were drawn into the common Cur- _ 

Ky” | | x DN rent 
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© critical Cants, every one's 
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„ it might bring Moltitudes 
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Thus ice does naturally | 
inherent Diſſatisfaction upon ahi Mi 
ers, in Oppoſition to its inch; 
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their: De ent, if not to TH n 
but where all Men have caſt off a Regard to 
b Religion, none can be caught with that Bait, 
a. fo that nothing then but open fene, or ſome 
3 ſecret Stratagems and Violence, can gain the 


; | 74 0 _— Vice = 06d e wall al- 5 
| t owns, =o 3 Dr oF 7 . os | * . ö | r Mo Sea : by * * 


. And when Wickede is ; thus, grown con- 
4 candy rampant, whether in Nation, King- 
dom, or World, and the Wicked find none 
to defraud or over · each, then every one's De- 7 
3 _ ſign againſt another muſt ſucceed according. 
1 their ſecret Stratagems are more or leſs artfull 
cContrived, or as by their Power and e 
3 they ſhall be able to overcom. 
'Y _ Then muſt Confuſion enſue, and an utter 
Extirpation of them become even neceſſary; 
and if no common Deſtruction of them Was 
_ inflited by the immediate Hand of God 
on ſuch a Nation, Kingdom, or World, thei. 
very Actions wou'd naturally cauſe ſuch a 
Scene of Calamities; as wou'd.. inevitably 


IF | bring upon themſelves a more ſhocking Over- 1 


throw as was the Caſe of eu in the 
; | 'De- 
We” — 22 LE | 
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bh that diſmal Confuſion. and 3 


it muſt — a Mercy hat. God, who has the 
Diſpoſal of all Men's Lives in his own Hands, 
ſhould. rather by a total Overthrow of thetn 
at once put a Period to their reign; Viale 


gratify oz 
are we to imagine, that the whole Ahe be 
of thoſe Cities were from thence ſent to ſuffer . 
his eternal Vengeance; we may. more readily 
. conclude, that Gop even hereby ſent this tem- 


1 2 — d becauſe of of 3 all its Inhabi- 7 
tants; ſo that only a ſmall Remnant eſcaped 


For, when. 6 Cy, Nan, . 
ity bring ee Fes 7 peeing 2 11 


ces, | 
than any longer permit - outrageous 5 
Proceedings a 9 one another, together with 


the incenſed Fury of their Fee to extin- 5 


quiſh their Race. | 
Thus the Overthrow of Shins Wo Co 


rab by Fire, was à Puniſhment become ne- 
2 ceſſary, to put a Period to their farther Ini- 
F — irreclaimable. Wickedneſſes; but 


ill that was not ſent or order'd by God, to 
pleaſe his arbitrary Authority; nor 


poral Puniſhment upon them, while there | 


was Room to ſee, that there were many of 
them at leaſt, that might thereby be deliver d 


from eternal Sufferings; for tho they did not 
regard the Prediction pronounced by Lot a- 
gainſt them, yet upon ſeeing the Deſtruction 
en * home: which, in all * | 
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Was thereby ded,” 

wou'd iy be extended 100 all fach, 

as by the Punithment were becom e qualifyd 
to receive it? _ 

This we may obſerve Ben our b 


out 5 own. D Words, When he 1 


"Woes to Chorazin and Berhſaida, who, after 

they bad ſeen his miraculous Works, und 
muſt thereby be inwardly convinced of the 
Truth of his Miffion, ' yet rejected the Offers 


of his Mercy, and- chole, 22 clear Con- 
viction, maliciouſſy to oppoſe them, and out- 
wardly to maintain their Infidelity, for fear of 
desen cenſured by one another, for their 
open Profeſſion of their inward Belief 0 
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| which Account Chriff tells them, that jon 
% wou'd be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 
in the Day of Judgment than for them; 
* for, ſaid be, if the mighty Works Which 
"7 have been done in you, had been done in! 


A Dee and Sidon, 3 wou d have repented 
long 


Y 80 a Vers 85 145 Had hi mi dey PET 
<< which were done in Capernaum, been done in 
< - Soom, it wou'd have remained to.this Day,” 
Thus Pharaoh and all his Hoſt, who pe- 
W i in the Sea, was an Example of God's 
Juſtice and Jadgmenits to make his Power- 
known throughout all the Earth; but, as 
aid, from the ſudden Executions of temporal 
Deſtructions, we are not to infer that theſe 
Sufferers are therefore to be deliver d over to 
eternal Sufferings,” becauſe they have been 
made Examples for their Wickedneſs; I ſay, 
we cannot infer, that becauſe 'God has here 
inflicted. temporal Deſtruction upon a wicked 
Nation, &c. that therefore that Nation or 
People ſhall be'the eternal Monuments of Bis 
Wrath, and ſuffer eternal Torments. 
The Wrath and Ven geance of God, oy fre 
quently mention d in the Scriptures, is chiefly 
eſtabliſhed” in the Courſe of Nature, -whi 
God has ſo fitly framed to be the Reward 4 
. or Pusiihment of Vice, from the 
very Nature of the Conſequences that attend 
their original Eſtabliſhment : And as God has 
eſtabliſhed this Order to ſucceed in the common 
Courſe of Nature, to preſerve. a due Oeto- 
nomy therein, ſo it is common amongſt Men, 
and according to our Way of reaſoning, to aſ- 
cribe the Puniſhments which fall upon the 
Wicked, to the Wrath and Vengeance of God; 


and eſpecially -when ſuch Puniſhments happen 
amongſt 
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"a3 I aid, God acts not thro any en ar- - 
 Utary Power, nor can any D. ight or Satis- 
_ Kiftion accrue to him in either the judicial or 
_ natural. Puniſhments, which. he appoints. or 
ud, büt they muft be with a View to per 
ſerye the Sufferers from future Puniſhments; ; 
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Aid where they cannot take this Effect x 
them, we may conclude that their future BE | 
SEE ferinps 'will. be. adequate to their contracted 
Habit of Vice unrepented of, as inſepara- 
ble Conſequence thereof, alle in the 
3 Ortler of. natural Cauſes, which | neceſſarily = 
0 from ſuch Effects; 105 that when Vice 
becomes irreclaimable by Corrections or. Pu- 5 
niſhments in this Life, it will carry that ever- 
lafting Sting in the Soul, that the Terrors 
thereof cou d hardly be augmented. by fature 
real Tnflitions. 


God has in this Life therefore ny ordered. it, 1 
i that Vice hall always carry a Sting to return . 


into the Boſom of every Practicer of it, ang 
that Virtue ſhall pleaſe and delight the Minds 


of thoſe wh purſue it; that we may be de- 


terred from. the Practice of the one, and en- | 


couraged in the Practice of the other : 5 But {OG 


Where Vice is not hereby reſtrain'd, and alſo _ 
becomes every way irreclaimable through the 
Inhabitants of a whole City, Nation, King- 
dom, or World, then it becomes nere, 
and is a Mercy from God, to put a Stop to 
their future Proceedings, and by ſome natural, 
or F Iapernatural' Deſtruction, to make them 
: Exam- 
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flo eternal Torment ts. 


cept Neah, &c. as above, puts a Period to 
their inhuman Violences and Uſages of one 


another: And tho Noah had forewarned them 
of this threatened DeftruQion, 'and they regard 5 


ed it not, yet may we not reaſonably conclude, 


that upon the 4 proach. of the Deluge they 


would be infallibly convinced of their for 
Folly, Infidelity, and wicked Practices; and 


find Time no longer for any Thing but Re- 


morſe; and ſuch a Repentance which they 


could then, -in Confuſion, exerciſe under their | 


Struggle with Death? 

And thus their Spirits being freed _ of 
their Bodies in ſuch Diſorder and Confufion; 
we may reaſonably conclude, that upon their 


Entrance into the ſpiritual World, they would 


be filled with Sur prize and Amazement, by 
finding themſelves in another State, whie 


they had caſt off the Belief and Expectation of, 
as well as of the Promiſe of a Redeemer, who 


would OT be Juſt, and yet die for the 


Unjuft. 

And as they | died alſo without this 3 
ledge or Expectation, fo mult they be deſti- 
tute of the Hopes of Redemption from that 
State, which this Death had delivered them 


over to, in their then Separation of Soul and 


Body: 


1 


. 8. Thus When the Wickedies! i 8 

ntediluvian World was become irreclaimable 
by ordinary Methods, God, in Mercy, by one | 
total Overthrow” of the whole human Race, 
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„ Words: k de. 7 that their 


Spirits remain d in a W and elne 
Mind, without Hope of Ranſom. Th 
Now amangſt . Malte of Toba 1 
Fs that were upon the Earth. When the 
Deluge came upon them, there muſt be vaſt 
Numbers of innocent Infants wa. would he 5 

hereby deprived of being brought up an 


cent of actual Guilt; and that, as before not- 
ed, the greateſt N umbers. of Men and Wo- 
men, if not all, would die in Remorſe, as well 
| as Surptize : 10 that there is no Reafon to ſup- 

poſe, but that their temporal Puniſhi pts Were : 
2 for their et Pardon; and that up- 
on their Entrance upon another State, by 
Death, tho' they had not any Knowledge, 
or Hope of their Redemption from this Pri- 
ſon of Death, by a Reſurrection from the 
Grave; yet «= Gag our bleſſed Saviour had ſuf. _ 
fered Death, due to Sin, He was quickened _ 
„ by the Spirit, by which he alſo went and 

t preached unto the Spirits i in Priſon ;. which 


Courſe of Wickedneſs, and thereby de inno- ; | 


t were ſometime diſobedient, when once the 


© Long-ſuffering of God waited in the Days 
ce of, Noab, while the Ark was a preparing, 
© wherein few, that is eight Souls, were ſaved 
«© by Water.” | 
Now what this Preaching of Gif to theſe 
Spirits in Priſon might be, we may beſt judge 
2 the Deſign of his Miſſion, and the End 
of his Sufferings; The Fuft for the Unjuſt, 
that * might * us to God. For Chriſt 


N _ 


boning üer fred, Fc. went and-prege ed-to- 
_ thoſe Spirits in Priſon, . to. raiſe 1 in them an 
Hope which they had loſt, and to give them 
an Aſſurance, that the by their Di obedience 4 
they had loſt the Knowledge and Hope of their 
ptioti, and had hit erto „ un- 
der the Im priſonment of a darkened and hope⸗ 
leſs Mind, E. ever being delivered from : 
State of Separation of Soul and Body, hic 
their ſuddain Deſtruction had hurried them | 
into 1.0 but now that he hed.taſfted Death. for, Z 
every Man, he came to aſſure ſueh of them, 
as had either been free from actual aner. ; 
fions, or. ſuch as, by the Views of their ap» 
proaching Deſtruction. had re nted of their 
vile Practices, that occaſioned their Overthrow: 
I fay, as we may reaſonably conclude, he 
went and aſſured them, by * his preaching 
to them, That he had now cp hes 
Redemption ; and that they had now no longer 
Occaſion to lie under Ty Impriſonment of 
Mind, and without a Knowledge that he had. 
ranſomed their Spirits from that Ignorance: of 
their Deliverance, which they had hitherto 
been under, and proclaimed to them the Re- 
demption that his Sufferings had procured, and 
would procure, both for them and all Man- 
. | 
Tho' this Preaching of Cbriß to the Spirits 
in Priſon might not be only (yet ſeems chiefly 
to relate) to thoſe who ſuffered the total Over- 
throw by the Deluge, ſince St. Peter particu- 
lacly mentions thoſe, who were ſometime diſo- 
bedient in the _ 75 Noah. 2 
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| deceived; and diſappointed, in finding their „ 
materiaf Spirits ſtill in Exiſtence, contrary to 
their Expectations, in a Separation from their 
material Organs; yet. they ſhould. alſo, thot- 
| hitherto they had been 4 5 0 of it, and 
could ſee into no farther Exiſtence than that 
| which they then had found themſelves in; 5 
ſay, yet they ſhould now be delivered: from that 
Darkneſs and Impriſonment of Mind, by the 
Aſſurance he came to give them of their Re- 
demption from their preſent State, into which 55 
ey had thus unexpectedly entered. 45 
98. 9. Upon Conſideration of this Dee = 
ly Subjet of the'Overthrow of the old World 
for their Infidelity and Wickedneſs, Jam ſorry 
there ſhould be any now- a- days, in ſo mean a 
way of thinking, or who cannot, or rather 
will not, believe thoſe Declarations of the 


Scriptures, which teſtify to us that we ſhall 


have a future Exiſtence: Theſe (tho I truſt 
there are few ſuch) might as well, and * 
reaſonably believe, that they have not any 
Exiſtence now, as that they ſhall not Have: one 
hereafter. | 
That which makes Men fo fond ot hid Ig- 
norance, muſt be their Unwillingneſs to change 

their preſent State for one they cannot here 

have a clear Idea of; and thro' ſome ſecret 
Vices, which they are not willing to forſake, 


they dread to be puniſhed for hereafter, if | 
they 


ling, View, hey all tyler In in ral 
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Nay, it is but 00 6 ſervable; that 'thele 
Deluders of themſelves mote frequently-delude 
others, than others can perſuade chem to throw 
off their Deluſions ; and by the 1 ragt oor 
Saviour has foretold of his Coming to Judg- 
ment, Infidelity will be the Occaſion of the 
laſt and final. Cataſtrophe of this oo an. 
Earth; fince this Infidelity, univer- 


fal, win bring upon the whole Farth (inſtead 


of another Deluge) a general Conflagration ; 


when it will be high Time'to convince them 


of their Infidelity, by manifeſting the Truth 
of his Declarations, and ſhewing them” alto- 


gether chat themſelves are no brought to 
a State, which they by their vicious Lives 


endes wette to perſuade themelves- into 17 


Dilbelief of. 1 


But I SArdefty wiſh that b both they, uid all 


Men, who are any ways involved in this 
© way of thi inking, may be convinced of their 
TaRaetiry before their Vices ſhall render then 
ihcapable of receiving any Pleaſure, but Horror 
from their Con victions; that none of the Fruits 
of that univerſal Redemption, CuRIisT has 
5 dearly purchaſed, may become fratthfts to 
of the whole Creation. Amen, 
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one Daughter mentioned in the Moſaic Hiſtory, with the 

three Sons Exccellencies in particular Arts and Inventians, 35 
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to, _ Refifta 1 of the Spirit of God, his Conſcience 
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